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F/A-18 Fleet Sustainment  
 

 
Description and Purpose:  

Boeing supports the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corp and 
seven international customers fleet of 1,547 active aircraft through the F/A-18 fleet 
sustainment team. Boeing provides flexible, affordable sustainment solutions for Hornet, 
Super Hornet and Growler fleets through integrated logistics support, efficient supply 
chain management, integrated information systems and in-service engineering. The 
innovative sustainment solutions offered by the program are proven to sustain 
readiness and reduce support costs for the Hornet, Super Hornet and Growler aircraft. 
The program has provided the U.S. Navy with a cost avoidance of hundreds of millions 
of dollars for support of the Super Hornet fleet over its life cycle. Boeing also provides a 
Hornet Support Network of field service engineers who offer rapid, deployable field 
support alongside the fleet. 
 
Customers: 
Boeing supports Hornet, Super Hornet and Growler fleets worldwide providing a variety 
of sustainment and life-cycle solutions and services.The F/A-18A-D Hornet is operated 
by Canada, Australia, Spain, Kuwait, Finland, Switzerland, Malaysia and the United 
States. The F/A-18E/F Super Hornet is operated by Australia and the United States. 
The EA-18G Growler is operated by the United States and in the future, Australia.  
 
The F/A-18 fleet sustainment team has field service representatives on site at U.S. 
Navy bases in California, Washington, Virginia and Atsugi, Japan under the Hornet 
Support Network concept. Boeing also provides field service representatives for many 
international customers. Boeing utilizes several original equipment manufacturer 
suppliers along with Navy depots in California, North Carolina and Florida to perform 
repairs.  
 
Background: 
The objective of Boeing’s F/A-18 fleet sustainment team is to improve fleet support and 
aircraft readiness while reducing costs. The Navy has realized nearly $700 million in life 
cycle cost avoidance for the Super Hornet fleet through supportability cost reduction 
initiatives. Boeing is responsible for integrated logistic support services, forecasting 
demands and repairs, procuring spares, managing the repair pipeline, obsolescence 
management and reliability improvements for select F/A-18E/F and EA-18G items. 
Additionally, current modernization and service life extension programs for U.S. Navy 
fleets are planned through 2030 and international F/A-18A-D Hornet fleets are planned 
beyond 2030. 
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Boeing support of the Hornet, Super Hornet and Growler aircraft dates back to the 
1970’s when the first hornet was delivered to the U.S. Navy. Sustainment solutions 
have evolved over the years to ensure the aircraft remains available, affordable and 
highly capable. Boeing continues to support the domestic and international Hornet, 
Super Hornet and Growler aircraft communities by continually identifying ways to 
improve availability at reduced costs. 
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