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Last quarter, we re-launched our country newsletter with 
an iconic photo of Boeing’s first airplane, called a B&W or 
Model 1. This month’s cover shows the B&W in action on 
a mail run in New Zealand after the planes became the 
company’s first international sale.

Up above is a rare image of that same aircraft, back on 15 
June 1916. Company-founder William E Boeing was in the 
pilot seat and after a short taxi along the smooth surface of 
Lake Union in Seattle, Washington, he gunned the engine 
and lifted into the air for a brief quarter-mile flight.

One month later, he incorporated Pacific Aero Products 
Co., which would soon become what we know today as 
The Boeing Company.

That first flight photo is one of the first of many company 
photos that show the wonders of aerospace. Now, many of 
those great photos are going on virtual display in Boeing’s 
new Instagram account, starting with a look back through 
our history as the company gears up to celebrate its 
centenary on 15 July. Click and scroll through our history 
of flight – we’re sure you’ll like what you see.

Boeing signed a new, four-year agreement with RMIT that 
will support and enhance strategic research ties between the 
two organisations and provide RMIT graduate students with 
opportunities that can lead to career possibilities in aerospace 
and other high-tech industries.

In addition to research, RMIT will establish its first Boeing 
Professor of Aerospace.

By continuing to work together, one of the most valuable 
outcomes is growing the skills and professional readiness of 
RMIT graduate students.

Boeing and RMIT  
Expand Collaboration
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“Embracing ongoing innovation, and investing in productivity 
through training, skilling, and automation are the keys to the 
continued success of Australia’s manufacturing industry,” said 
Michael Edwards, general manager of Boeing Research and 
Technology Australia. “We see our continued alliance with 
RMIT as a way to not only conduct meaningful joint research, 
but more importantly, to find and inspire the next generation of 
researchers, engineers and scientists for Australia and indeed 
the world.”

Celebrating the multi-year research agreement at 
Boeing Aerostructures Australia in Fishermans Bend 
are (from left to right) Michael Edwards, general 
manager of Boeing Research & Technology Australia, 
RMIT University Vice-Chancellor and President, 
Martin Bean CBE, and Michael Dickinson, managing 
director of Boeing Aerostructures Australia.
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In their 27th year of partnership, Boeing and the 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation (CSIRO) have begun work on an ambitious slate 
of joint research projects in 2016. Scientists and engineers 
in Melbourne, Brisbane, and from Boeing sites across the 
US, will conduct and oversee 22 projects across multiple 
research domains. 

Several areas of joint research include advanced 
manufacturing materials and chemicals research, secure 
network communications, 3D imaging and mapping 
technologies. Successful research projects can be adapted 
by Boeing’s global commercial aircraft manufacturing 
facilities including Boeing Aerostructures Australia (BAA) in 
Fishermans Bend.

Boeing, CSIRO  
Launch Joint Research 
Projects for 2016

Wingus & Dingus Wowed 
at FIRST Tech Challenge

”A partnership with a global 
company like Boeing helps 
us direct our research to 
meet market needs and to 
see our research in real world 
applications. It also allows us 
to act as a connector between 
Australian manufacturers and 
Boeing’s global supply chain, 
providing a major benefit to local 
industry,” said Dr. Keith McLean, 
director of CSIRO Manufacturing.

New Zealand kids participating in a Kiwi FIRST activity.  
(Photo Credit: Kirsten Ruiterman)
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Kids in New Zealand who love LEGOs, robotics and 
science got a boost from Boeing, which funded travel 
grants to help with the cost of attending tournaments for 
FIRST LEGO League and FIRST Tech Challenge at ACG 
Strathallan in Auckland. 

“Over the years, we have had school children from the 
Kaipara Harbour in the North Island to Bluff in the South 
Island entering the challenges. The cost of equipment and 
bringing a team of up to 10 members to Auckland can be 
difficult for many educators,” said Jason Kyle, Kiwi FIRST.

It was an Auckland-based team called Wingus & Dingus 
that went on to win an award at this year’s FIRST Tech 
Challenge in St. Louis.

The Boeing funding of $50,000 supported at least 10 
travel grants, and also funded 15 new FIRST LEGO League 
teams, seven new FIRST Tech Challenge teams, new 
Android-based technology transition hardware for existing 
teams and several workshops for coaches during school 
term 2, hosted by ACG Strathallan in Auckland, to assist 
teams and coaches.

Visit www.kiwifirst.org for more information.
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Boeing and the Commonwealth of Australia agreed to 
extend and expand the company’s critical support for 
Australian aerospace suppliers with new contract bid 
opportunities. Building upon a past agreement that placed 
significant work packages with Australian industry, the 
new two-year contract with the Defence Strategic Policy 
and Intelligence Group will continue to grow the nation’s 
aerospace support capabilities and ensure Australian 
innovation remains a valuable component of the global 
aerospace supply chain. 

Through Boeing’s Office of Australian Industry Capability, 
Australian companies have won more than AU$350 million 
in supplier contracts since 2007. 

“It is especially gratifying as the first OEM to participate in 
Defence’s Global Supply Chain Program that we are able 
to renew this important agreement during our centenary 
year,” said Syd Blocher, vice president of Boeing Defense, 
Space & Security Global Sales and Marketing for Australia 
& Southeast Asia. “The suppliers we work with across 
Australia have proven they have what it takes to compete 
for and win new business in our highly complex industry, 
and we hope to bring even more Australian companies into 
our global supply chain.”

University of Queensland graduate and Boeing engineer 
Jessica Orr is currently featuring in UQ’s latest “Create 
Change” advertising campaign. Jessica is a 777X Stress 
Analyst Engineer for Boeing Aerostructures Australia in 
Fishermans Bend.

The campaign follows several successful graduates 
throughout their career to showcase how they are 
creating change in the world. 

CLICK TO WATCH

Boeing Expands  
Global Supply  
Chain Opportunities

Cue Boeing in  
UQ Ad Campaign

www.boeing.com.au

https://www.uq.edu.au/create-change/jessica
http://www.boeing.com.au


Victoria Premier the Hon. Daniel Andrews MP visited 
Boeing’s Everett factory in Washington state at the end 
of May – just as the Boeing Aerostructures Australia  
team was preparing its 500th shipment of critical 787 
Dreamliner parts. 

Boeing Aerostructures Australia at Fishermans Bend in 
Victoria is the sole supplier of moveable trailing edges for the 
787 Dreamliner – the most technically advanced commercial 
aircraft in the world. It exemplifies the economic success 
and importance of Victoria’s manufacturing sector, directly 
employing approximately 1,200 highly-skilled workers.

In a statement, Premier Andrews 
said “it’s been an incredible 
opportunity to see Victoria‘s 
world class workmanship on 
display at Everett, the advanced 
manufacturing capabilities 
we offer to aviation is truly unique and it’s important our 
relationship with Boeing remains strong.”

The A/AA A16 Airspace Awards 2016 were handed out in 
April. Boeing is grateful to have had the following employees 
recognized:

Distinguished Leadership Award: Jo Staines, General 
Manager, Business Operations, Boeing Aerostructures 
Australia

Outstanding contribution to the Aviation or Aerospace 
Sectors – Women in Aviation/Aerospace Australia: Caitlin 
Stephenson, Chief of Staff for C3I Solutions, Boeing 
Defence Australia

“Hoss” Beckman Memorial Scholarship: Cindy Jarvis from 
Boeing Aerostructures Australia

Aviation/Aerospace 
Australia Awards  
Three at Boeing

Fishermans Bend Featured During 
Victoria Premier’s Visit to Everett

Victoria Premier the  
Hon. Daniel Andrews MP

ScanEagle unmanned  
technology benefits QGC 
natural gas operations
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Insitu Pacific announced that after 18 months of successful 
trials, natural gas company Queensland Gas Company 
(QGC), a Shell-owned business, is introducing the 
ScanEagle Remotely Piloted Aircraft System (RPAS) to 
inspect gas wells, pipelines and processing facilities. 

Insitu Pacific Managing Director Andrew Duggan said the 
unmanned Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) operations 
had never before been used commercially on this scale.

“By working closely together and with Australia’s Civil 
Aviation Safety Authority, the ScanEagle is helping QGC to 
begin streamlining its inspections, with benefits for both the 
local resources and agriculture sectors.” 

Shell Australia Country Chair Andrew Smith said the 
RPAS operations were an example of collaboration across 
industry service providers. 

“This innovative solution will improve safety by reducing 
the need for driving and use of helicopters and fixed-wing 
aircraft,” Mr Smith said. 

“Over time and as we progressively introduce this 
technology, it will reduce inconvenience to landowners 
by cutting the number of land access requests, and the 
cost to QGC, associated with regular on-the-ground visual 
inspections.” 

Jo Staines with A/AA CEO Ken McLean
(Photo Credit: Stephen Demchinsky)
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